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FULL OF SCRAP 

Is mislabeling~sl.JJ;>ef~:narging spent battery exports? 
Polemics about the unsafe hanclling.of U:S, 

hazardous scrap sent abroad have generally 

focused on discarded electronics and obso

lete ships. A third category may need to be 

added: lead batteries. 
The disappearance of mom-and-pop bat

tery-breaking operations in the United States 

counts as a major achievement of the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Quite a few Superfund sites are still around 

to remind us of past carelessness. 
One reason for surmising a current prob

lem with overseas shipments is that export 

statistics show strange month-to-month 

shifts among subcategories while totals for 

lead-related scrap hold fairly steady. One 

interpretation is that some shippers have 

been alerted to the lack of wisdom of 
labeling an export "spent lead-acid 
batteries," material that isn't 
a legitimate export 

Bush administration: A drastic tightening 

of the standard but with a smaller network 

of monitoring stations for airborne lead 

than had been in the original proposal. The 

Obama administration has proposed undo

ing the metering curtailment. 
The new standards now face court review. 

An appeals court lawsuit by several smelt

ers lists a variety of objections. Some points 

touch on whether the EPA has been illegally 

secretive about the medical research ·data 

underlying the rule-making. The plaintiffs 

want a cl;w.nceto critique it in detail. 
Even With the lead limits set in 1978 still 

in effect, there are claims 
that improper exports 
already occur to 
evade the cur

rent rules. 

forcement. Smelters are equipped to break 

batteries big-time, but they do it for on-site 

consumption, not for export. 
Both factors point to the likelihood of 

mislabeling. If a spent lead-acid battery is 

undrained, transportation rules can be com
plex, particularly if the shipment is water-

. borne:· Call it scrap derived from batteries 

and you're off the hook. 
. Chinese regulations require licensing of 

imported waste batteries. In 2008, Hong 
Kong's environmental protec
tion office counted 65 shipments 
of waste lead-acid batteries--to-

taling about 1,700 tonnes-- that 
were intercepted and sent back to 

the countries of origin, Web sites 
used by traders between the United 

States and China suggest that deal-
making in undrained vehicle batteries 

is common between the two countries. 
A look at India in the U.S. export fig

ures also raises questions. Scrap "from bat-
teries" is 84 percent of.the total, while none 

of the volume is labeled as undrained vehicle 

,batteries. Since India prohibits the import of 
sp'ent lead-acid; batteries, the likelihood of · 

.re-labeling is high. 
:Even.$1::riprn.eAts to Canada i';lte problematic. 

Undrained vehicle batteries can be sent ):here 
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